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Dr. Olisa Agbakoba, has been popularized by his work as a human rights advocate. It 
is only expected that there is a strong Human Rights Law Service (HuRi Laws) 
attached to his firm Olisa Agbakoba Legal. The HuRi Laws department is headed by 
Mr. Colin Okeke; a seasoned lawyer.  
  
I conducted an interview with Mr. Okeke, on the many achievements of HuRi Laws. 
Being a resident of the UK, my understanding of the human rights situation in 
Nigeria was lacking depth and clarity. With the increasing media attention towards 
the Boko Haram situation in the North, there has been a glaring 
underrepresentation of the other issues that the country has been facing for even 
longer periods than the relatively recent terrorism that has been suffered.  
 
We discussed the situation with the status of Capital Punishment in Nigeria. Nigeria 
currently supports the death penalty; however the HuRi Laws department is pro-
Abolition, while the majority of the country as a whole is against the idea of 
abolition. The death penalty is an issue which Mr. Okeke highlights as a signifier for 
the attitudes and ideological viewpoints which define the nation. Most people 
believe that the death penalty, like any kind of punishment in a legal system, deters 
crime. However HuRi Laws takes a different point of view, one which follows the 
trend of most global jurisdictions; the death penalty doesn’t deter people from 
committing crimes. The death penalty has been practiced in Nigeria for over 50 
years and, according to Mr. Okeke, the crime rate hasn’t dropped it has in fact 
INCREASED. In short there is no correlation between the retention of the death 
penalty and the rate of crime in Nigeria. 
 
So what should be done differently?  
 
“Rather than placing so much emphasis on killing people senselessly, there should 
be more focused effort on the strengthening of the criminal justice system. From the 
grassroots, upwards starting with the Police Force.”  
 
The nature of the police force in relation to the death penalty is a very interesting 
situation and a bi-product of the fractured ideology that runs through this country. 
Because the emphasis is on killing rather than following procedural justice, the 
police often take power into their own hands, executing suspects without trial or 
any formal sort of criminal justice. Here the death penalty acts as a catalyst for “mob 
justice”; if they’re going to die anyway why waste time, let’s just be rid with them 
now!  
All of this procedural impropriety leads to a weaker criminal justice system in 
Nigeria which negatively impacts on the country as a whole.  
 
Another downfall of the current criminal law system is that it unfairly targets the 
under privileged in society. Because the system is structurally weak and inherently 
corrupt the rich can evade sentences whereas the under-privileged poor will always 
pay. These are the people that are failed by the system, the voiceless oppressed. 
They are voiceless not through their own means, but through the circumstances and 
situations that they are born into this world in. It is these people that Mr. Okeke and 
his team are working for, to give the voiceless a voice. 



THE HUMAN RIGHT LAW SERVICE AND THE 
DEATH PENALTY: A chat with Collins Okeke Esq. 

 2015

 

 
It will not be easy; Nigeria is a country steeped in traditionalism and Nigerians are 
famously stubborn individuals. Changing the mentality and the underlying ideology 
of a country is a formidable task in itself, but the first step of solving any problem is 
to acknowledge it exists. With Mr. Okeke, the HuRi Laws team, and under the 
guidance of the esteemed Dr. Agbakoba, we have bright sparks with the right ideas 
and the right platform to cause widespread change. 
 
 
 


