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Oil, natural gas, coal, wind resources, hydro power, solar power, biofuels, and nuclear 

resources are all energy resources. Some may be classified as renewable while others are non-

renewable types. Energy when harnessed enriches life and is vital to economic development. 

The over seven billion persons on this earth make use of energy in one form or the other. The 

need to make these resources globally available to the continually growing population creates 

the imperative  of striking a balance between energy demand and supply. There are formal and 

informal agreements between nation states to meet the increasing energy demands in 

developing countries while at the same time ensuring that requirements remain stabilized in the 

developed world. An important and well-researched area of energy law is therefore energy 

security. A well accepted definiton of energy security as provided by the International Energy 

Agency (IEA) is “the uninterrupted availability of energy sources at an affordable price.” There 

are three faces to energy security; namely limiting vulnerability to disruption, adequate supply 

for the rising demand at affordable prices and resolving energy related environmental 

challenges.” The International Energy Agency is a 29 member organisation which advises 

developed nations on energy policies and strategies. It was established in the wake of the 1973 

oil crises with the mandate to respond to physical disruptions in the supply of oil. It has 

developed a working relationship with emerging economies including Brazil, India, China, 

Russia and South Africa. Having established a working relationship with OPEC, the IEA 

provides emergency response to oil supply disruptions with the oil stocks it has reserved for this 

purpose. These oil stocks are not expected to replace market mechanisms. Historically, the IEA 

has intervened in oil market supply three times, by releasing oil stocks in 1991 during the gulf 

War, in 2005 after Hurricane katrina and in 2011 to reduce the effects of the Libyan Civil War. 

Its member states are required to maintain total oil stock levels equivalent to at least 90 days of 

the previous year’s net imports. No African nation enjoys membership of the IEA. The 

mechanism adopted by the IEA therefore cannot provide an answer to Africa’s energy security 

challenges either on a short-term or long term basis. It is consequently essential that African 

nations cooperate to ensure energy security within the continent. Regional integration amid the 

energy industry will go a long way in establishing enduring energy policies, laws and strategies 

in Africa. 

It is a misconception to specifically associate the term energy security with oil stability. The need 

to commercially harness all available energy resources has become especially important in the 

light of the all time drop in the price of crude oil at the global level. Oil prices have tumbled to a 

seven year low, currently indexed at $56 per barrel. Economic challenges as well as the United 

States of America’s re-emergence as the world’s leading producer of oil and gas have created a 

glut which is expected to last through 2015 and beyond. The attainment of energy security lies 

in a nation’s ability to balance demand with supply. Global and national demands are on the 

increase. In 2040, it is anticipated that world demand will be about 30% higher than that of 

2010, as economic output more than doubles and the world’s population is expected to hit 

nearly nine billion. This article is focused on Nigeria, an OPEC-member nation which occupies 

the position of the largest oil producer in Africa. Local threats to energy supply are as described 
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by Wikipedia and these include political instability, manipulation of energy supplies, attack on 

supply installations and infrastructure, natural disasters and terrorism. Nigeria’s 

overdependence on oil as the mainstay of its economy has been a major source of concern. 

Political instability characterized by the activities of militants in the Niger-Delta and recently 

insurgents in the North have posed serious threats to energy security. The fact that oil theft and 

bunkering activities, which are crimes against the state are left unpunished have worsened the 

situation. According to a report produced by the Energy Committee of Nigeria’s 2014 national 

conference and made available by Reuters, it is estimated that the country is losing an average 

of $35million a day from crude oil theft. This figure though alarming, provides a modest estimate 

of the level of oil theft the nation experiences on a daily basis. One wonders whether the 

perpetuators of this crime have not been brought to book because of the lack of willpower on 

the part of government or due to the non-existence of an enabling law cum the weak law 

enforcement mechanism.  

Locally, adequate efforts need to be made to protect oil installations in times of armed conflict. 

In international law the basic principle of Jus in Bello applies during times of armed conflict. The 

doctrine is to the effect that attacks on military objects in times of armed conflict must satisfy the 

principles of necessity, and proportionality. In the light of this, Add Protocol 1, Article 56 of the 

Geneva Convention, provides that installations containing dangerous forces shall not be made 

the subject of attack, even where these are military, if such attacks may cause release of those 

forces and severe damage to the civilian population. The Oil Platform case in which the US 

government attacked Iranian Oil Platforms prohibits attack on oil installations. It was held in this 

instance and rightly so, that freedom of commerce does not allow for destruction of oil platforms. 

These provisions should not only apply to external wars but also to disagreements within 

jurisdictions of oil producing states. 

Nigeria needs to focus attention on developing renewable energy sources, in a bid to ensuring 

sustainable development. In exercising permanent sovereignty, the pursuit of equity in the 

utilization of local resources both within the present generation and future generations should be 

given topmost priority. The local content drive should, therefore extend beyond the petroleum 

sector. A situation where oil revenue accounts for about 90% of the nation’s foreign exchange 

earnings exposes it to high risks at a time of declining oil prices. Emphasis needs to shift to 

internally generated revenue sources. A leaf may be borrowed from the likes of Egypt, Morocco 

and South Africa, countries which despite having smaller economies than Nigeria, are doing 

better than her in terms of internally generated revenue, as a proportion of GDP.  

The Nigerian government needs to step up its game to arrest the incidence of oil theft, even as 

much effort is being geared towards the diversification of the economy. Impunity emboldens 

otherwise weak persons to join the train of brigandage. It is indeed regrettable that Nigeria has 

retained the status of a developing country, despite its vast oil wealth.  


